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USA Wrestling has made its choice for the Olympic Coaches for the 2004 U.S. Olympic Team in freestyle wrestling that will participate in the Olympic Games in Athens, Greece.

Selected to join USA Wrestling National Freestyle Coach Kevin Jackson of Colorado Springs, Colo. as Olympic Coaches in freestyle wrestling are Tom Brands of Iowa City, Iowa and Zeke Jones of Morgantown, W.Va. This selection has been forwarded for final approval from the U.S. Olympic Committee.

Jones was the Assistant Coach for the 2001 U.S. Freestyle World Team. After the attack of September 11, the World Championships were moved from New York to Bulgaria, and Jones assumed additional responsibility, serving as head coach of the team, which placed fifth. Jones was head coach of the 2003 Pan American Games Team, which won the team title. He was also on the U.S. coaching staff for the 1996 and 2000 Olympic Games. Jones works as the Assistant Wrestling Coach at West Virginia Univ.


Brands served as the Assistant Coach of the 2003 U.S. Freestyle World Team, which placed second in the World Championships. He was also the Assistant Coach of the 2002 U.S. Freestyle World Team, which did not compete in the World Championships in Iran due to a threat of violence. Brands works as the Assistant Wrestling Coach at the Univ. of Iowa

Jackson has been National Freestyle Coach for USA Wrestling since January of 2001, serving as the full-time professional coach working with the national freestyle wrestling program. The United States placed second in the 2003 World Championships and fifth in the 2001 World Championships under Jackson’s leadership. Jackson previously worked as the Freestyle Resident Coach for USA Wrestling from June 1998 through January 2001, coaching the athletes at the U.S. Olympic Training Center in Colorado Springs.

All three Olympic Coaches were teammates on the only U.S. Men’s Freestyle World Teams to win the World Team Title, the champion 1993 U.S. World Team in Toronto, Canada and the champion 1995 U.S. World Team in Atlanta, Ga.

Complete biographies of each Olympic Coach selection follows, as well as quotes from each of the coaches.

The two volunteer coaches selected as Olympic Coaches came from a group of five finalists. Brands and Jones were selected by the USA Wrestling Freestyle Coach Selection Committee, then approved by the USA Wrestling Executive Committee. All of the finalists were interviewed by the Freestyle Coach Selection Committee.

The other volunteer coaches who were finalists for the positions were Bruce Burnett of Annapolis, Md.; Bobby Douglas of Ames, Iowa; and Mark Manning of Lincoln, Neb.

USA Wrestling will add one more official volunteer coach to the freestyle coaching staff at a later date.

QUOTES FROM THE OLYMPIC COACH SELECTIONS

MEN’S FREESTYLE

Zeke Jones of Morgantown, W.Va.

“It is truly an honor to represent our country and represent the Olympic freestyle wrestling team. It is a responsibility to lead this team, and I look forward to that responsibility. Our main focus will be preparation. We will focus on each athlete becoming an Olympic champion, and trying to develop seven Olympic champions. I have talked to Kevin and Tom, and that process has already begun. It is a great opportunity and I look forward to it.”

Tom Brands of Iowa City, Iowa

“It is a big job. It takes a lot of energy and commitment from the National Governing Body, the coaching staff and the athletes. When they all come together, great things can happen. The framework is in place.”

“The biggest thing is to get our guys to wrestle their match. We know they will wrestle hard. If they wrestle smart, and get into their heads that they will dominate, we will do well. In the same breath, we have a lot to work on. We have some young, hungry guys. We have to build on that and capture that.”

National Freestyle Coach Kevin Jackson of Colorado Springs, Colo.

“I’m excited to have Zeke and Tom working with our athletes to help them achieve their goals. Their experience, knowledge and dedication will show in our performance. They have been in the battle before, both as coaches and athletes. As college assistant coaches, they will have the time and support to commit to the athletes. Both have agreed to go on a winter tour, thanks to the support of their college programs. That should help our athletes tremendously.”

“Our goals are to bring back the most Olympic medals of any wrestling nation. The experience from 2003 will show in our performance in 2004. We have many things to work on. Zeke and Tom will do anything to help them achieve their goals. Everybody who ultimately makes our team is capable of winning an Olympic gold medal. We have to improve in technical and tactical situations. If we achieve that, we should reach our goals. Our goals have not changed – to be the best wrestling nation in the world!”
